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22 December (743
DUTCRE MILITARY ACTION IN INDONESIA

" Duteh military acilon was instituted in Indonesia on
18 Dem:ﬂnr, one half-haur after & Netharlands Governrwant
wprwemm in Indonosia Ird informed the Clmrman of tho
- UN Good Oftices Comnmitiee (GOC) of his Government & in-~
. tontion to terminats the Renvilie truce agreement with the
Rmnc. Dutch forcea are now establishiag miltiary contrat
- over Ropubiican areas in Sumatra anG Jave, Mewbars ¢f ihe
QOC in Bataviz {US Representative Cochran and the deputy
Australian representstive) immediately forwarded a report
Ty -~ which agkad for prompt Security Council 2ction. They ciravged
Shg ~ that the Netherlands Government had not fulfilled i%3 obliga-
S ticas under the Renville agreement bocause it had failed to
- inform all members of the GOC of the contempiated action

, by cuttiag telegraphic comrmunications, had made it

impossibie to inform tde Republic, The qecnrity Cometil is
gcheduled to hear the case on 22 December., |

Dutch Motives The Netherlaands Governnent has descerihe

its military action as 2 move {0 reesiablish
peace and security in all Indonesia and to eliminate terrorist
and irresponsible elements, Actuaily, the Dutch are moti-
vatad largely by the conviction that an interim Indonesian
govearameans aader firm Dutch contrsl must be established as

s00n a8 possible, They ao nct rerlly believe that the Commu-

-

- pist movement in Indonesta represents a threat of such mas-
nﬂwmwmuﬁmmﬁm pregsent scale, However,

 in ovder to cotablish an Indonesian gnvernment vpder Cuich

. comtrol,the Duteh must forcibly eliminate the Republic as o

& facto governunient in view of: {a) the apparent impossibility
 of settling Dutch-Reopublican differeaces on Dutch terms: () the
- Duteh fear that the Netherlands Government could not sriniain

an interiem gorerameut In which the Republic was
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 represented; and (c) the diifievity of establishing such na
‘toterim government without Repubiic representation, Vore
- over, the Netherlandz Government believes that maximum
ocmnsc benefiis ¢2n only be realized by restoring Dulet:
i gver Reputlican-held areas.

Cuerrills Warfare The Dutch bave alrveacly captured e

o - Repubilc capital and practicaliy all
~ Fepubiican Jeaders. Despite this sucesss and the apparent

Iack of effectivo Republican resistance, US security interesta
~ bave been serionsly threatened by the Dutch “police astion.’

" 'The removal from power 4f tie pro-US moderates in the

- Ropubiic bas paved thw way for the rice of a resistance movae-
" ment led by militant Communists and by extremist elements

~ formerly beld in resiraint by the Republican rogime. In the
inftial stages, the Dutch can be expected ¢6 have counsiderable

Beceass in maintaining Jaw and order divaughout the Republie.
The mationziist aspirations of the Indonesians, however, will

‘continue i conilict with the Duich desire to refain a maxi-
mum amoum of control. Gusrrilla warfare and sabotage wili
increase and compsl the Dutch to contirue the commitment

of sulistantic]l miiitary forces in Indonesia. These commit-
ments will delay foll Detch contribution to a western Eurcpean

" defense system and will constifute a continuing drain on the
!Mms of the Netherlands Goverament,

-

Soviet Reaction The present sitvation in Indonesia will he
1 exploited ia the Security Council by the
m whick will champion the aspirations ¢f colonial peoples
“-and accuse the US of complicity in the Dutch action. Furtber,

- the USSR can be expected to capitalize, throughomt the ¥a
, on the decline of US prestise which wiil follow the
of GOC mediation efforts in which the US has haa
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